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WELCOME OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

KMYF Terminal
Building

On June 17th, the San Diego Ninety Nines will be welcoming two new board
members Kathleen Devlin (Vice-Chair) and Lesli Bandy (Secretary) while
showing appreciation to Eline Kok-Vermeulen (out-going Chair), Leslie Day
(out-going Vice-Chair), JoAnn Raimond Minor (Treasurer) and Ellen Kutzler
who will be changing her role as Secretary to our newly elected Chair!
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Officers and Chairs

Notes From The Chair

2015-2017

Eline Kok-Vermeulen, Chair
eline@inspiredaviatrix.com
Leslie Day, Vice-Chair
leslie.gpa@cox.net
JoAnn Raimond Minor, Treasurer
joann.raimond@gmail.com

Dear San Diego 99s,
The past 2 years flew by, and now it is time for me to pass the baton to the
2017-2019 Board of Directors. Your new Chairman will be Ellen Kutzler,
who was our Chapter’s Secretary the past 2 years. She has a lot of
experience and passion for our group, so I know she will do a fabulous job!
Kathleen Devlin is the new Vice-Chair, and she has been a great
Scholarship Chair this year. Her enthusiasm is contagious, and I am sure
she will bring great speakers and events to you. Former Omni Editor Lesli
Bandy will join the Board as the new Secretary, and I am excited to see her
move up in responsibilities within our Chapter. JoAnn Raimond Minor has
been our loyal and trusted Treasurer for many years now, and she will
continue on her duties in this role. Welcome, 2017-2019 Board of
Directors! Thank you for taking on these responsibilities!

Ellen Kutzler, Secretary
ellenkutzler@gmail.com
Whitney Ghoram, Immediate Past Chair
whitneygh@cox.net
Annelie Brinkman, Membership Chair
anneliebrink@gmail.com
Dorothy Norkus, Recruitment Chair
av8trxx@aol.com

The official Officer Installation will take place on June 17th (starting at
10AM) at Fran’s Hangar and will be a Potluck Brunch. It would mean a lot
to the outgoing Board and the incoming Board if you could be there for this
special occasion.

Kristen Rosenthal, Activities Chair
kristensr@sbcglobal.net
Kathleen Devlin, Incoming Scholarship Chair
kathleend777@gmail.com
Frankie Clemens, At Large
fclemens1@cox.net
Lesli Bandy, Kailyn Flowers,
and Julie Tracy
Newsletter Editors
omni@sd99s.org

It has been such an honor serving you the past 2 years! Thank you all for
the great experiences and wonderful memories! A special Thank You is in
order for Leslie Day – your help, connections and go-getter attitude saved
the day so many times! Thank you for being such a wonderful Vice-Chair I wouldn’t have been able to do this without you!
For my last Omni as your Chairman, my special contribution is an article
about my experience getting my seaplane rating.
Enjoy this Omni, and I hope to see you on June 17th!
Wishing blue skies and safe flights,
Eline

CONNECTIONS
San Diego Ninety-Nines
www.sandiego99s.org
Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/SD99s
Southwest Section
www.sws99s.org
International Ninety-Nines
www.ninety-nines.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Thursday June 15th 5:30 pm
KMYF Terminal Building below Casa Machado
3750 John J. Montgomery Dr.
San Diego, CA 92123
Open to all current Members

CHAPTER OFFICER INSTALLATION
Saturday June 17th at 10AM
Fran's Hangar at SEE - Speer Hangars
2053 N. Marshall Ave, El Cajon, CA 92020
(619) 258-1140
El Cajon, CA

Ninety Nines International Conference
July 11-16 2017
San Antonio, Texas
For more information or to sign up
www.travelplannerstexas.com/99s2017
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Seaplane Flying With Eline In Washington
Interview by Julie Tracy

This April and May San Diego 99s Chairman Eline worked on her seaplane rating add-on at Kenmore Air in
Seattle, WA. On May 30th she passed her checkride. It was a moody, grey day on Lake Washington and I
interviewed her throughout her training and the day of her checkride. Most of us are aware that only 6% of all
pilots are women. But did you know that only 3% of all pilots are seaplane rated? Being that 71% of the earth is
covered by water why not land on it?
JT Tell us about your background and how you got into flying.
EK I grew up in The Netherlands, attended business school in Austria and spent a lot of time in Italy. After
working office jobs for several years, I decided the Monday through Friday 9-5 wasn't for me. I enjoy traveling,
working odd hours and getting an adrenaline rush. One day it clicked: I want to be a pilot! However, I had never
experienced general aviation nor had I ever met a female pilot. It was a huge risk to move halfway across the
world to do something I basically knew nothing about. In September 2012, I moved to San Diego from The
Netherlands to pursue my aviation career. Now, 4.5 years later, I'm a commercial pilot, airplane single engine
land and sea, multi-engine land, CFI and CFII. I also have my remote pilot's license. I have been working full-time
as a pilot for the past 2.5 years.
JT What inspired you to accomplish your seaplane rating?
EK Being from The Netherlands, there was always water and water sports around. From skating on the canals in
winter, to sailing, wakeboarding, kitesurfing and kayaking in summer. My grandparents used to own a boat and I
would spend time with them touring the country by boat during summer breaks. I greatly enjoy being on the water,
so the merger of 2 passions seemed very natural. What's better than operating a plane on the water?! Further, I
enjoy continuous learning and the holistic approach to my aviation career. For example; I completed the remote
pilot course, so I could better understand how drone operators think. This helps me be more safe when I am
flying in an area with drone operations.
JT What was the most challenging aspect of the training?
EK The first lesson was the most challenging. I had purchased a seaplane rating package deal, but had not been
in a seaplane before. When my instructor demonstrated a landing for the first time, I almost had a panic attack. I
was terrified! It was an unfamiliar sensation to be nosediving towards the water, and it scared me. All I could think
was “well....sh**.....I already paid for this rating, so now I'm kinda bound to do it.” The first lesson was a lot of
circling over Lake Washington and reluctantly doing a takeoff and landing a few times. It was not love at first try!
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JT What aspect did you enjoy the most?
EK My last lesson was the best! My instructor took me to Dabob Bay, which is a tranquil inlet close to the
Olympics (see picture on page 4). The water was like a mirror and there was nobody around. I had the entire body
of water to myself! We beached the plane on a beautiful spot and enjoyed the scenery for a while. Afterwards, I
was allowed to 'play' with the airplane: normal take-off, turn 45deg left, right crosswind landing, right crosswind
takeoff, turn 90deg right, left crosswind landing, left crosswind takeoff, step taxi to takeoff, zigzagging across the
water. The beauty of seaplane operations is that there is no defined runway and you can land in whatever
direction you want. It felt like ultimate freedom!
JT Tell us about the requirements for anyone interested in getting their seaplane rating.
EK Although it is possible to do your initial rating in a seaplane, most places don't rent their seaplanes without an
instructor....which means, no solo flights. I would recommend getting a land rating first, and doing the sea rating
as an add-on. The package I booked included 6hrs of dual given plus aircraft usage for the checkride. There is no
hourly requirement to pass the add-on checkride, but I think 5-10h of training is average, depending on
experience level. It took me 7hrs, spread out over 2 months due to scheduling issues, but only 6 days overall checkride included.
JT What are the differences between operating an aircraft on water vs. turf?
EK When taking off, the airflow over the airfoil accelerates, creating lift. Lift is technically suction created by the
lower pressure above the wing - the airplane is sucked into the sky. Hydrodynamics works in a very similar same
way, except that the water creates the suction. As the seaplane accelerates, the drag caused by the water
increases. This means that the aerodynamic lift has to overcome the hydrodynamic drag in order for the seaplane
to take off. In glassy water, the boundary layer makes the airplane 'stick' to the water surface. To overcome this,
usually the right float is lifted, using the benefits of left-turning tendencies and torque to promote the lift-off.
Another big difference is....no brakes on a seaplane! Once the docking ropes are released, you are moving, all the
time!
JT How did your check ride go?
EK It was very relaxed and quick! My instructor had told me that this would be the best checkride ever, but I was
still very nervous. The weather was marginal, so that was challenging, but all the maneuvers went well. Until the
docking that is.... I had maneuvered the plane parallel to the dock and I needed to get out to secure it. Because I
am so short, the lever to move my seat back was jammed between the airframe and the seat, so I was stuck!
Haha! I ended up climbing over the back of the seat to get out. We all had a good laugh about it.
JT Where and when do you plan to apply this training?
EK Although I completed this rating as a birthday present to myself (I passed the checkride one day before my
birthday) and mostly for fun, I wouldn't mind working for a seaplane operator! I had such a fabulous time (once I
wasn't terrified anymore) and everyone seemed very relaxed and tuned in to nature. The elements play an even
larger role for seaplanes, so you really need to get in touch with the elements to succeed.
JT What is your biggest takeaway?
EK Ever since I learned how to fly, I've had this...let's call it point for improvement. Upon landing, after the mains
touch down, I sometimes tend to relax the back pressure. During my seaplane training, there was a LOT of focus
on applying full back pressure for takeoff and after landing. This has heightened my awareness to this and I can't
wait to see if I finally got rid of this bad habit when landing a land plane now.
JT Any last words for the ladies?
EK I would definitely encourage anyone and everyone to get a seaplane rating! It was so much fun and opened
my eyes to a whole other dimension of flying. As with any flight training do your research and make sure you have
a good click with the instructor. And train in the plane that you have the most experience in, for me it was the
C172. Feeling comfortable with the plane and knowing where everything is makes a huge difference!
Getting a seaplane add-on rating can be done in as little as one week - so why not get the rating on your next
vacation? It is a lot of fun and can expand your horizons and skill set as an aviator (or aviatrix of course). Check
out the Seaplane Pilots Association (www.seaplanepilotsassociation.org) it’s a great resource.
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Student Pilot Serena Hart

My Name is Serena Hart and I am a new resident of San Diego. I
grew up in Sacramento, CA but moved down to Southern California to
attend UC Irvine in 2011. After Graduation in 2015 was when I first
started to considering a career in aviation. My favorite childhood
memories were of Fleet Week in San Francisco, where my Dad took
me to watch the Blue Angels, leaving me in awe of those brave pilots. It
took me until February of this year to finally follow my dream of learning
to fly. I am now 23 hours into my Private Pilot’s license and preparing
for my first cross-country flight! I am in a Cessna 172 out of MYF,
training with an amazing and talented former Navy and Delta Pilot,
named Wes Weesner. In my free time when I am not studying or
working, I attend local ‘FlyDays’ events as well as FAA safety seminars.
My ultimate goal is to fly for either the Air Force Reserves or the Air
National Guard. But, for now, I am thoroughly enjoying the journey to
my Private Pilot license and seeing this new city from 3000 feet! It is
safe to say I have found my passion.
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Claudette’s Friendship Garden

The SD Chapter is looking forward to placing Claudette DeCourley’s name on a plaque in the
Forest of Friendship in Atchison, KS as the class of 2018 (mid-June).
Claudette has been a valued member of the San Diego Chapter serving as Vice-Chairman of
the Semi Annual Fly Now AE Scholarship since its conception. She has represented the
chapter at many FAAST and AOPA events, as well as section meetings and international
conferences. Claudette is an active CFII instructor in the San Diego area, and she serves as
a Big Sister to Palomar Chapter as well.
The cost for Claudette's plaque in the Forest of Friendship is $450.00. The Chapter cannot
afford to pay the total at this time, as funds have been reserved for future scholarships and
the outgo far exceeds the income. Since SD chapter members do not pay annual chapter
membership fees, we are asking the membership to contribute to a “Go Fund Me” to help
with the cost. Any amount will help, and any excess will go towards the scholarship fund.
Make Donations Online Here:
https://squareup.com/market/SD99s/item/claudette-decourley-forest-of-friendship
Mail Donations To:
JoAnn Minor
Treasurer
8690 Aero Drive Ste 115-36
San Diego, CA 92123
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Member Bio Lynne Greer

When I was 14 years old (1955), my dad met Dottie and Bob Sanders. They mentioned they had an
airplane and flew out of La Presa airport which was in National City. My dad enjoyed talking to them
because he had learned to fly back in Ohio and was a member of CAP before I was born. Dad never got
his private pilot license because my Mom made him quit flying when she learned she was pregnant with
me. The Sander’s, knowing of Dad’s interest, offered to take his children for an airplane ride. So one
Saturday Dottie met us at the airport and she took us one at a time up in her Cessna 140 tail dragger
(picture attached) and from the time she pushed the throttle forward and we sped down the runway, I knew I
wanted to learn to fly. I was surprised that I loved the flying experience because I was (and still am) scared
to death on any amusement park rides.
There wasn’t an opportunity for me to fly again until about 3 years later, I was still in high school
when I began dating a fellow who was taking flying lessons and I would go with him when he had a lesson
(I sat in backseat). In those days, spins were included and I was having the time of my life. But, as it
happens, life intervenes and I had to put flying on hold while I traipsed around the country working as a
Secretary in La Mesa, Santa Maria, Sacramento, Santa Barbara, Washington, D.C. My Dad, always hoping
I’d come back to the San Diego area, would remind me that if I came back to the area the weather is perfect
for learning to fly!
After I had enough of the winter of ‘66/’67 in the Washington, D.C. area, I returned to San Diego and
in the Fall of 1967 I met Bob Davis, who immediately asked me if I liked to fly and without hesitation, I said
“Yes!” He said “great” because he had an airplane and wondered if I would like to go flying the following
Sunday. Of course, once again I jumped at the opportunity. But, then, in the few days before the flight, I
thought I might not like flying anymore since I’d gotten older. Well, I loved flying as I always had and we
went on a lot of Breakfast Flights and other delightful trips. On May 5,1968, my 27th birthday, I took my first
flying lesson at El Cajon Flying Service, Gillespie Field, Santee, CA! Bob Davis had a lot of single friends at
the airport and we all got together frequently for “hangar flying” and liquid “refreshments.” I took my check
ride on December 24, 1968 with Betty Lambert.
One of the guys who were part of the group was Bob Greer. When Bob Davis and I broke up, Bob
Greer and I began dating and on September 7, 1969 we flew his Piper Cherokee 140 to Yuma to get
married. We took off on the “short” runway, 17, and since the temperature was about 100 degrees we
almost ran out of runway but my Groom Pilot threw on the flaps and we cleared the trees at the end of the
runway. It was 113 degrees in Yuma when we landed.
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Bob and I moved to Riverside, California, in April 1970. Our plane was first tied down at Flabob
Airport and when a hangar was available at Riverside Municipal Airport, we moved the plane there.
Page 2, Bio-Lynne Greer, March 2010
In 1971 we took a trip in our Cherokee to Ohio where we landed in Findlay. This was our first
experience flying across the U.S. It took us only 2 ½ days to get there and 10 days to get home. We
had to plan our route around “weather” and, of course, we had to stay down in places that aren’t on
tourist maps. Evansville, Indiana, was our first stop where a cold front was going to pass over in the
night….yeah, sure…several nights later it passed. We went sightseeing in Evansville and after covering
the town in two hours, stayed at the airport motel with many other pilots. IFR as well as we VFR pilots
were grounded for several days. If we didn’t know what a “stationary front” was before we left home, we
sure did after this trip. We met 3 of them!
In 1974 or 1975 we bought a 180 hp Piper Arrow (retractable). It was a dream to fly and we had
so much fun with it.
In June 1974 I was Charter Chairman, serving two years, of the Inland California Chapter 99’s
(now known as Inland Empire Chapter). In 1975 I was Start Co-chairman of the Powder Puff Derby
which was taking off from Riverside. The following year, I flew as co-pilot on TAR 140 with Gloria
Huffman in her Cessna Skylane. Unfortunately, we crashed outside Parkersburg, West Virginia. (That
is another story.) My full recovery took 1 1/2 years but I gratefully returned to flying as soon as I could.
In 1978 we flew our Arrow to Ohio where we attended my youngest brother’s wedding. We then
flew to Rochester, N.Y. where my sister was attending college at Eastman School of Music. While in the
area, we went over Niagara Falls (not in a barrel, of course). It was a beautiful flight over the Falls and
after landing we went sightseeing on the Canadian side. From there we flew to Dulles Airport in
Washington D.C. and took a short tour of Washington. On the way home, we landed in Parkersburg,
and visited the Patterson’s in whose backyard Gloria & I crashed two years earlier. They were such a
lovely couple and we had been corresponding with them since the accident. Jess and Pauline
Patterson even visited Bob and me twice in California.
Very early in 1980 I learned I was pregnant. I flew right up until the birth of our daughter but
then I realized I had to live to raise her and having survived a crash already, I knew I’d better put flying
on hold. Also, since I quit working to be at home with her, our reduced income eventually made it
necessary to sell our airplane.
In September 1981 we moved back to the San Diego area and I joined the El Cajon Valley 99’s.
I had the pleasure of working Hospitality with Lynn Briggs at several Pacific Air Race starts at Gillespie
Field. Eventually the three San Diego area chapters of Ninety Nines joined into a San Diego Chapter
Ninety Nines. I have taken great pleasure in being active in The Ninety Nines, Inc., in one form or
another, through these 40+ years. I sincerely value the women I’ve met through the years and I’m
enjoying the young women who are now working in all phases of aviation.
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Congratulations to our new SD 99 New Board Members
Ellen Kutzler - Chair
After joining the Ninety-Nines in 2013 I became more interested in the workings
of the group and our chapter. I have volunteered in various capacities including
staffing the Ninety-Nines booth at local airshows, airport open house events,
and even Oshkosh! For the past two years I served on our chapter board of
directors as secretary. I have enjoyed learning more about the Ninety-Nines,
our chapter, and our members. Being elected chair of our chapter will allow me
to continue my commitment in a new and important way. With your assistance
and support we can continue encouraging each other while welcoming and
supporting future women pilots.

Kathleen Devlin - Vice-Chair
The Ninety-Nines graciously awarded me two scholarships toward my flight
training; a chapter scholarship for my private certificate and an Amelia Earhart
scholarship that helped me recently obtain my instrument rating. As the
current Scholarship Chair, I have had the enjoyment of assisting in awarding
scholarships to other female pilots so they too may pursue their dreams.
Being elected Vice-Chair of our chapter will enable me to continue paying
forward to other members all the 99s has provided to me. I look forward to
helping plan monthly meetings as well as fly-ins and other social events.

Lesli Bandy - Secretary
My continued commitment to the 99s is as a direct result of the
encouragement and support I receive from this incredible group of
women. I've enjoyed learning about our Chapter as the Omni
Newsletter Editor for the last two years, and as Secretary, I look
forward to growing my relationship with San Diego 99s Board
Members and all the members of the fifth largest 99s Chapter in the
world.

JoAnn Raimond Minor - Treasurer
JoAnn was bitten by the aviation bug at the age of 3 after a tour of the cockpit
on her first commercial flight. Some of her fondest memories are taking the
day off school with her dad to watch the Blue Angels practice in Imperial
Valley. She began her Private Pilot training at Gillespie Field a few years ago
and is currently working on her Instrument Rating. JoAnn is involved with a
few local flying groups and loves her job at High Performance Aircraft at
Gillespie. She has been the San Diego 99s Treasurer for many years now and
is looking forward to serving another term.
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2017 Calendar of Events
Thursday June 15th , 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

Saturday June 17th , 10AM

Member Meeting and Officer Installation

July 11th – 16th

International Meeting, San Antonio, TX

July 24th – 30th

AirVenture Oshkosh 2017

Thursday August 17th, 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

Saturday August 19th,

10AM Member Meeting

Thursday September 14th , 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

Saturday September 16th

Anniversary Celebration & Scholarship Fundraiser

September 23rd

Girls in Aviation Day

Friday October 6th 11AM – 2PM

TRACON Tour

October 10th – 15th

Fleet Week San Diego / MCAS Miramar Air Show (TBA)

Thursday October 19th , 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

October (date TBD)

Southwest Section Fall Meeting in lieu of SD99s meeting

October (date TBD)

Ramona Air Fair

Thursday November 9th, 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

Thursday November 30th , 5:30PM

Board of Directors meeting

Sunday December 3rd

Annual Holiday Celebration & Potluck

December 8 – 17th

Cookies to the tower (exact days/times TBD)

A member to remember: Dorothy Ledbetter was a longtime, active member of the San Diego Chapter from 1973 to
2015. She passed on to new horizons on May 25th, 2017.
We will honor her in greater detail in next month's issue.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
San Diego Chapter:
www.sandiego99s.org
Dottie Sanders Memorial Scholarship - $1000
Application due June 30, 2017
For additional info see below and to apply click here:
http://www.sd99s.org/scholarships.html
A $1,000 award to help fund flight training. Applicant must (1) be a female, (2) reside in
San Diego, Riverside, Orange or Imperial counties OR be a member of any chapter of
the Southwest Section of the Ninety-Nines, (4) PPL applicants must have passed the
written and soloed (5) If for an advanced rating/certificate, applicant must have Private
certificate. Funds may be used to help fund Private Pilot training OR if a certified pilot
applicant, may be used to fund training for the Instrument, Commercial, Multi Engine, or
any Flight Instructor certificates. There is a 90 day limit to apply funds towards training.
The completed application must be postmarked by June 30th.

International Ninety-Nines:
www.ninety-nines.org
Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship
Application due December 1st, must be a member since Dec. 1st, 2016
Advanced rating / Academic funding
Amounts vary depending on application:

Flight Education
San Fernando Valley 99s helpful links
10 Steps To Get A Private Pilot’s License
http://www.sfv99s.org/pdf_files/cecis__ten_steps_to_get_a_ppl.pdf
Steps For Optaining Student Pilot Certificate

12

Scholarship Fundraisers
For a list of all scholarship fundraiser items and to place an order, visit our
website here: http://www.sd99s.org/fundraisers.html

Leggings - $35
To order, message Sheryl at (619) 414-3978 or go online at:
www.facebook.com/groups/SoCalGirl
If you want to purchase something, reply to the posting of the item with “Sold for 99s”with your email
address. She will still donate $5 to our scholarship fund for every item “Sold for 99s” .
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How to Get a 99s Badge
CHAPTER BADGES

Traditional

49 1/2

Pin-back - $7.00

Student

New

Magnet-back - $8.50

When you order, give chapter name (San Diego), your mailing address, your name as you
want it to appear on the badge, 99 if it is for you, 49 1/2 if ordering one for your spouse,
Student if you are in training. Specify "New" or "Traditional" logo, and pin or magnetic
backing.
Make your check payable to Reno Area 99s and send it to:
Kathy Walton, 1288 Junction Drive, Sparks, NV 89434.
Chapter badges are also available from kathywalton99@charter.net

Editor's Notes:
Quick Surveys To Help Us Serve YOU!
Please help us in gathering your opinions and our chapter demographic data to better serve you!
Who We Are: The San Diego Chapter Demographics
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JHV6KVT
SD99s Activities & Meetings
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Q7HV9BX

The Ninety-Nines Mission Statement:
"The Ninety-Nines is the international organization
of women pilots that promotes advancement
of aviation through education, scholarships and
mutual support while honoring our unique history
and sharing our passion for flight."
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