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99s Mission Statement 

PROMOTE world fellowship through flight 

PROVIDE networking and scholarship 
opportunities for women and 
aviation education in the 
community 

PRESERVE the unique history of women in 
aviation 
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By Christine Canepa Beggs 

As a new member of the San Gabriel Valley 99’s, I am astounded and amazed at the amount of support and 
camaraderie members so willingly express in the digest and meetings.  It is truly gratifying to be a part of something 
where others are genuinely interested in your outcomes, so willing to share their experiences for the sake of knowledge 
transfer and who are intrinsically motivated by the love of flying.  

That said, while I am honored that I was asked to write an article about my solo cross-country flight, I also left the 
meeting with the thought of, “Oh [expletive], what in the world would a “student pilot” have to say that’s at all meaningful 
to a group of amazing, accomplished women?”  Most everyone has been where I am and many of you well beyond – so 
what in the world would compel someone to even finish reading?  Well, after starting, re-starting and starting again, my 
hope is that by sharing my experience it will accomplish one of two things:  a) Demonstrate that no matter what your 
age, income, status, etc., you can accomplish what you set out to, even it takes longer than you anticipate or requires a 
change in plans to financially make it happen, and b) Remind those of you that have accomplished so much more 
beyond being a fixed-wing, single-engine VFR pilot that you are amazing, talented and demonstrate that women can be 
extraordinary pilots!  So here goes: 

Flying for me hasn’t been easy.  Growing up, my now 80-year old Father had me scared half to death that I 
would surely die if I went up in the neighbor’s 172.  You see, he had served in the Air Force during Korea and 
had the unfortunate experience of doing post-crash clean-up.  When my husband got his license and plane in 
normal fashion, my Father refrained from saying or asking much about it, although what he did say was that 
he would NEVER fly with us.  So now, here I am 45 years old, still his “little girl” and telling him I was going to 
learn to fly.  That was going to go over like the Hindenburg. 

As I begin ground school, I decide to start having discussions around the physics and mechanics versus 
where and how much I will fly once I earn my license.  My Father, being a mechanical engineer, loves this 
dialog and it helps me bring him along and get him focused on the wonderment of how airplanes fly, and not 
how they crash.  Frankly, I had to get him to understand that you can land a single-engine plane without the 
engine and a prop – altitude permitting of course – or my life and the time I have left with him was going to be 
hell.  I suggest to him that being scared of engine failure is healthy, natural and provides a healthy respect for 
planning should something go wrong.  I reinforce that a plan is what drives one to be sure decision-making is 
sound when it comes to go, no-go or flight-
related decision-making.  Not to mention that if 
you don’t possess some level of fear, you could 
end up being reckless. 

Many of my friends and family ask, why learn to 
fly now?  Well, up until July of 2010 I had a 
successful career as a Marketing Executive in a 
Fortune 500 company.  As we all know, we are 
in tough economic times and that means ALL 
levels of an organization are not immune to 
consolidation and downsizing.  Facing a difficult 
job market, I decided that learning to fly was 
going to be my differentiation strategy.  All things 
being equal amongst other candidates, I wanted 
to demonstrate that instead of just sitting at 
home looking for employment, I would show my 
desire to accomplish something challenging and 
acquire a skill – one I had previously desired, but 
never had time to pursue.  Additionally, my husband has been a pilot since 2000 and it has always bothered 
me that I didn’t know how to land the airplane should he have some sort of medical emergency.  Yes I 
know… ATC is trained to talk people down, but being the goal-driven, Type A personality that I am, it just 
wasn’t good enough.  I wanted to acquire the knowledge so I have the best possible chance of recovering 
from such an incident – God forbid.  And, aside from my early years as a Girl Scout, being prepared is who I 
am so there simply wasn’t any other option! 
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I completed ground school in December and set out for my first lesson.  My first instructor, Joerg Geschke, a 
visiting German from the Fatherland, is a CFI and a dear friend.  Germans make really good flight instructors 
since they are by nature rigid, and do everything “by zee book!” My early indoctrination included (and by the 
way, still does!) the checklist for every segment of pre-, during and after flight, which frankly, is the only way 
to ensure that the middle-aged brain avoids process errors.  I will never forget the morning he planned for my 
first stall.  He knew what my learning style was and immediately broke out a recent article from Flight 
Training Magazine to help me process and prepare.  While I knew about stalls and had heard countless 

stories, none of my pilot friends (or my husband) actually 
told me that you practice them!  For a split second, I 
seriously considered getting out of the plane and leaving it 
up to ATC to talk me down should something happen - but 
I hate quitting anything and after all, it was my re-
employment strategy so I pushed on.  

Joerg unfortunately had to return to Germany after 
receiving his Citation Jet rating, as he landed a gig flying a 
wealthy family around Germany.  (Tough, I’m sure!)  He 
handed me off to another friend, Ken Petschow, a 30,000+ 
hour American Airlines Captain who soloed thirty-four 
different planes in a single day at Cable Airport on his 16th 
birthday!  He started working for the Cable family when he 
was thirteen and never stopped accumulating ratings.  I’m 
convinced he came out of the womb flying and could fly 

the plane with his toes if he lost his arms.  Needless to say, he is an instructor with a wealth of flying 
knowledge and not up for ‘nursing’ you through training.  He’s tough, he’s good, and I am blessed to have 
someone like him teaching me.  That said, he does have a sense of humor and is good for a giggle now and 
then.  Picture the student pilot at 5’4 and the CFI at 6’7” – it looks like I am chauffeuring him in the back seat 
when we arrive somewhere in his 172!  
Unfortunately for me, it also makes it easy for 
him to introduce distractions like popping open a 
window or unlatching a seat during climb-out 
since I can’t see what he’s doing.  It never fails, I 
respond every time with “What the hell are 
you...?!”  Then, as I look over and see he’s 
simply watching and not reacting, I put two and 
two together and deduct that it’s yet another test.  
Damn him… 

So here I am, after many hours of practice, a 
solo around the pattern, 23KT x-wind training 
during a Santa Ana condition at Rialto (L67 – 
and not using RNWY 35), practice x-country 
flights with my instructor and now preparing for 
my solo x-country flight!  Really?  Wow?  Me?  
Yessss! 

“The Morning” 

It’s May 25th and it couldn’t have been more stellar weather for flying.  It was 70 degrees and sky clear.  I 
arrive at Cable Airport (KCCB) early, have a good breakfast at Maniac Mike’s Café and with endorsements 
in-hand, I set off to complete my x-country.  My first leg was to the low desert community of Bermuda Dunes 
(KUDD) just south of Palm Springs.  Early morning flights here are good as the winds and thermals through 
the Banning Pass in the afternoon can create some challenges and not-so-fun flight conditions for a student 
pilot.  All went as planned and I arrived at Desert Aviation where they gladly signed my logbook and sent me 
along with words of encouragement and support.  It felt amazing!  I fueled the plane and broke out my 
paperwork (phase II of my plan) and studied it once again for the next leg - off I go to Camarillo (KCMA).  All I 
could think was “Wow, I am going to be in the plane a whole hour and half by myself!”  What seemed like a 
long time literally flew by (no pun intended!).  As a student pilot, working the radio with ATC and managing 
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the flight-following process, you keep pretty busy making sure you communicate all the details properly.  
Before I knew it, I was passing the skyscrapers of downtown LA, the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, and both 
Burbank and Van Nuys airports.  Finally, there it was – Camarillo – clear as a bell, with California’s coastline 
shimmering in the distance as I receive my “radar service terminated” call from So Cal Approach with the 
approval to contact Camarillo tower.  Camarillo has a never-ending displaced threshold; however, it’s a non-
issue in my little 172.  I touch down and leave the runway at the first exit.  I receive my clearance from 
Ground Control to proceed to the fuel pit for refueling and explain that I also need a sign-off for a x-country 
flight.  Once again, I am greeted with congratulatory wishes and support.  Wow!  This pilot thing is cool – 
everyone is so supportive of other people’s success…hmmm?  (As a former executive, of course I begin to 

think about how I can formulate metaphors 
between flying and business and how the discipline 
of piloting could enhance my leadership abilities.  I 
guarantee when I do find a job, I will find a way to 
use it in a presentation!)  

After fueling, I am directed to the Guardian Jet 
Center where I pull in with my little 172 (which we 
call FLASH – since she is anything but!).  Funny 
enough, I was greeted by a nice young man who, 
despite the lack of luxury equipment, had wheel 
chocks ready for my stop.  Entering the center, I 
am greeted by an enthusiastic group of well-
wishers that make me feel like all my studying and 
practice has paid off in self-worth dividends.  I 
return to the plane, tip my ramp helper and off I go 
back to Cable (KCCB) where I cannot wait to see 
my instructor and thank him for helping me 
accomplish this amazing goal.  En route, I again 

pass what would be a tourist’s dream of skyscrapers and landmark waypoints and find myself getting more 
and more excited as I see my home airport in the distance.  I land with an off-mic “woo-hoo!” and thank my 
late Mother for watching over me.  And the best part – a congratulatory hug from my “Papa Bird” Ken, and 
well-wishes from my pilot friends around the airport… I am so very grateful. 

So, in closing, as I work ever more diligently toward my check-ride, I reflect on what the experience of 
learning to fly has brought me so far.  First, it has given me a tremendous amount of appreciation and 
gratitude for those who choose it as a profession.  I have spent years flying commercially for business but 
never considered the training, skill, responsibility and courage involved in flying the equivalent of something 
the size of a building.  I can assure you, I will 
most certainly make sure my gratitude is 
communicated to the crew and attendants 
EVERY single time I debark an aircraft from now 
forward. 

Second, it has helped me salvage my psyche 
through the unemployment process.  The lack of 
having the routine of going to work every day, 
working to help others accomplish their goals, 
and ensuring the goals of the organization are 
met can wreak havoc on a Type A, driven 
individual who has spent a career measuring her 
self-worth on her output.  Flying, without a 
doubt, has been and continues to be my saving 
grace, returning more to me than the (relatively) 
small investment I’ve put forth.  I can only 
imagine the dividends my check-ride will yield 
and honestly, I simply can’t wait! 
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Oct 2011 

8 (Sat) Apple Valley Air Show - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
APV (Apple Valley, CA) 

13 (Thu) SGV 99s Chapter meeting - 7:30 pm 
Brackett Pilot's Lounge POC (La Verne, CA) 

15 (Sat) San Luis Obispo 99s at Santa Monica Airpor t Museum - 11:00 am 
SMO (Santa Monica, CA) 

15-16 (Sat-Sun) Coachella 99s "Fly-In - Camp-Out" 
CN64 (Desert Center, CA - formerly L64) 

21-23 (Fri-Sun) SWS Fall Business Meeting 
Durango, CO 

Nov 2011 
33  ((TThhuu))  SSGGVV  9999ss  CChhaapptteerr  mmeeeett iinngg  --  77::3300  ppmm  

CCaabbllee  PPiilloott''ss  LLoouunnggee  CCCCBB  ((UUppllaanndd,,  CCAA))  
12 (Sat) Veteran's Day Celebration 

RIR (Flabob, Rubidoux, CA) 
10-13 (Thu-Sun) NIFA Region II (PCIFA) 

TBA (near Prescott, AZ - Hosted by Embry Riddle, Prescott) 
31 (Mon) Deadline to file "Intent to Seek Office" F orms 

International 99s 2012 Elections 
Dec 2011 

1 (Thu) Deadline to file Amelia Earhart Memorial Sc holarship Applications 
San Gabriel Valley Chapter 

11 (Sun) SGV 99s Holiday Party and Chapter meeting - time TBD 
Carol Joyner's Home 

Jan 2012 
7-8 (Sat-Sun) Cable Air Show 

CCB (Upland, CA) 
Mar 2012 

18 (Sun) Antelope Valley 99s Poker Run 
WJF (Lancaster, CA) 

May 2012 
19 (Sat) Cougars vs. Kittens / Tigers vs. Cubs Airm eet - time TBD 

RIR (Flabob, Rubidoux, CA) 
Jul 2012  

11-15 (Sat-Sun) International 99s Conference 
Providence, RI 
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