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From the Governor...  

Penny Nagy  

F irst of all I want to thank the  
International Board of Directors 

for hosting a wonderful International 
Conference. For those of you who 
attended, I know that you had a great 
time. For those of you who were  
unable to attend, you missed out on 
a lot of fun. The highlight of the trip 
for me was seeing the compass rose 
in person and revisiting the Ninety-
Nines Museum. Another big ñthank 
youò goes to our headquarters staff 
for hosting a great open house and 
reception at the headquarters  
building. Saturdayôs business meet-
ing was finished in record time and  
a highlight of that meeting was  
recognizing our own Fran Bera as 
this yearôs winner of the Katherine 
Wright Award. She will receive her 
award in November in Arlington,  
Virginia. Congratulations, Fran! 

 

Alena Herranen has been doing a 
wonderful job helping the chapters 
get all of their various financial  
reports in order and filed. This has 
become serious business especially 
for the California chapters. Chapter 
chairmen, if you havenôt started 
working on this it is imperative that 
you do not put it off any longer. The 
California Secretary of State has 
suspended some chapters because 
the proper forms had not been  
completed and submitted. 

We still have some chapters also 
that do not have the specified  
number of officers listed. Chapter 
chairmen, please be sure that your 
chapter has a chairman, a vice-
chairman, a secretary, and a  
treasurer. One person can serve in 
all capacities, but there must be a 
name in each. 

The next section meeting will be in 
Durango October 20-23. It doesnôt 
matter how you get there, just get 
there. We have members flying  
their own aircraft, flying commercial, 
driving, and we even have a group 
taking the train which should be a lot 
of fun. The committee has been 
working hard to make this a section 
meeting that you wonôt forget. The 
room rate for both the Best Western 
Rio Grande and the Strater Hotel is 
guaranteed until September 20, so 
be sure to get your reservations in as 
soon as possible. If youôre planning 
on taking the Durango/Silverton train 
ride on Friday, please donôt wait until 
the last minute to get your registra-
tion in since weôre anticipating that 
this tour will go fast. For the chapter 

chairmen attending, the chapter 
chairmanôs meeting will be held  
directly across from the Best  
Western at the Wyndham, and it will 
be held on Thursday, October 19 at 
5:00. Since we are doing a combined 
chapter chairmanôs meeting with the 
South Central Section I would like 
those attending to put together a 
small report about your chapterôs 
activities through the year. If time 
allows, weôll have a small discussion 
on whatôs working in your chapters 
as well. I really think it will be  
interesting to see what goes on in 
chapters outside of our own section, 
and we may learn a few things as 
well. Thank you again to the San 
Fernando Valley chapter for stepping 
up and volunteering to handle hospi-
tality on Saturday. Also thank you to 
everyone who has volunteered to 
handle registration.  

Itôs time to start thinking about  
applying for the Amelia Earhart 
Scholarship. The 2012 scholarships 
are now available on the 99s  
website at www.ninety-nines.org.  
Congratulations again to all of the 
winners this year especially the nine 
of our section. This year there were 
no ñNew Pilotò scholarships given. 
Remember, Associate Members can 
apply for this one.  

Donôt forget our Winter Workshop 
January 28 in Santa Cruz, CA at the 
Dream Inn and our Spring Section 
meeting in Studio City at the Beverly 
Garland Hotel. Those dates are  
May 4-6, 2012. 

See everyone soon! 
Penny  

http://www.ninety-nines.org
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By Maureen Kenney 
Webmaster 
 
SWS99s Address :  
http://sws99s.org  
Webmaster:   
webmaster@sws99s.org  
 
The Southwest Section website is a comprehensive set 
of resources for the section members. It also provides 
information about us to the public, and to potential new 
members. 

Members Only  
http://sws99s.org/members/mtgmins/ 
User id ï sws99s 
Password ï 1929airace 

Members only section with forms and important section 
information. Each Spring and Fall, the chapter chair 
packets are posted in the Members Only area. Reports 
from chapters (Spring meeting) and committees (Fall 
meeting) can be found here. 

SWS 99s Event Calendar  
http://sws99s.org/calendar/index.html 
User id ï cals@sws99s.org  
Password ï 1929airace 

The Event Calendar includes dates and times of many 
chapter meetings, and also includes special events such 
as Poker Flights and Fly-Ins. Each chapter should have a 

member who is designated to add their chapter events to 
the calendar. 

SWS Chapter Information  
http://sws99s.org/chapters.html 

Contact phone and email, website, meeting information 
and local airports are all included in this list of our  
chapters. It is available to the public, and helps potential 
members find a near-by chapter. 

Chapter Newsletters  
http://sws99s.org/section/newsletters.html 

Chapter newsletters are linked here. Find out what is 
happening in other chapters. See pictures of their special 
events. 

Scholarships Offered by Chapters  
http://sws99s.org/section/scholarships.html 

Many chapters offer scholarships designed to offset the 
expenses associated with earning a PPL or advanced 
rating. They are listed here, along with contacts, require-
ments and for many the actual application. 

Photo Gallery  
http://sws99s.org/gallery/index.html 

This section is starved for new material. Please send  
me pictures (only a few, or send as a PowerPoint presen-
tation) of your events. I would like to substantially  
improve this section of the website. Currently, the  
pictures featured there are more than 5 years old.  

Chapter Treasurers  

Have You Filed Your 990 -N or 990?  

New Changes Regarding Government Compliance for 

the Southwest Section Chapters 

The one big change this year that affects all chapters of 

the Southwest Section is the IRS tax filing requirement.  

Instead of filing a single Group Form 990, each chapter 

and the Southwest Section are filing independently.   

This is critical. If your chapter fails to file the Form 

990-N (or 990 EZ or 990, depending on gross  

receipts) for three years in a row, your chapter will 

be dropped from the group exemption.  To obtain a 

new exemption, your chapter will have to apply  

separately for a new exemption. 

Chapter treasurers, this information is in the workbook 

Alena e-mailed this summer. If you have any questions, 

please contact Alena at www.herranenlaw.com. 

Please Do Not Delay in Filing  

the 990-N or 990 Form  

Intent to Seek Election  

Applications Available  

The ñIntent to seek electionò application for the 

2012-2014 term, is now posted on the Southwest 

Section web site:  www.sws99s.org  

We have streamlined the ñIntentò this year. You will 

send one ñIntentò by US Mail to the Nominating 

Chairman. You should include at maximum of a 

150 word biography with your intent. 

You also have the option to e-mail a one page  

biography to the Nominating Chairman to be placed 

on the Southwest Section web site. You need to 

email this to:  jeannefenimore@earthlink.net. 

All Section offices are available and the description 

of each office is included in the Southwest Section 

Bylaws. 

Please consider serving on the  

Southwest Section Board of Directors  

Navigating the Southwest Section Website  

http://www.sws99s.org/
mailto:webmaster@sws99s.org
http://sws99s.org/members/mtgmins/
http://sws99s.org/calendar/index.html
http://sws99s.org/chapters.html
http://sws99s.org/section/newsletters.html
http://sws99s.org/section/scholarships.html
http://sws99s.org/gallery/index.html
mailto:www.herranenlaw.com
http://www.sws99s.org/
mailto:jeannefenimore@earthlink.net
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Section Officers  

Governor:  

 Penny Nagy 

Vice-Governor:  

 Dianne Cole  

Secretary:  

 MaryKay Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  

 Sharon Raney 

Immediate Past Governor:  

 Linda Mae Draper  

Directors:  

 Barbara Crooker  

 Karen Kahn 

Nominating Committee:  

 Jeanne Fenimore (Chair) 

 Margaret Brennan 

 Nancy Genesi-Hill 

 Traci Leider  

 Jeanne Pierce 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor -in Chief  

Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

southwesterlynews@gmail.com  

Design & Layout  

Janet Coté 

Circulation Manager  

Lynn Meadows 

Subscription Rates and Circulation  

Individual rates are $7/year (four issues). Group 

subscription rates are $6 for 25 or more subscrip-

tions. A great way to save money for your chapter! 

The issue is mailed at no charge to all SW Section 

elected officers, appointed SW Section committee 

chairmen, elected chapter officers, International 

Board members and Section Governors. 

The subscription expiration date appears just above 

your name on your label. Renew prior to this date to 

prevent any interruption in your newsletters and to 

save the Section postage. 

Make check payable to:   SW Section 99s 

Mail to: 

Lynn Meadows 

P.O. Box 111 

Truckee, CA  96160 

Fax: (530) 587-3103 

Email: tomnlynnfly@hotmail.com 

 

Editorial Policy: The Southwesterly is the official publication of 

the Southwest Section of The Ninety-Nines, Inc., a non-profit 

organization (IRS code 501(c)(3). 

Neither the Editor, the Southwest Section of The Ninety-Nines, 

Inc, nor its Board of Directors is responsible for the accuracy  

or authenticity of any of the content of this publication. The 

opinions expressed in the articles presented in this newsletter 

are those of the authors and shall not be construed to represent 

policies or opinions of The Ninety Nines, Inc. 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen  

and Board Liaisons 2010 -2012 

 

Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight  

Flying Activities:  

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Golden West 

Flying Activities  Lisa Erickson, Orange County 

 

 

Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities  
for women and aviation education in the community  

 

Education & Chapter Development : 

Aerospace Education  Sue Kerr, Mt Shasta 

Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership  Kim Ernst, Fullerton 

Associate Members Andy McCarthy, San Joaquin Valley 

Sister Sections  Kitty Houghton, Marin County 

 

Communication:  

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 

Southwesterly Layout Janet Coteô, Sacramento Valley 

Southwesterly Circulation  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

Chairmanôs Manual  Diane Pirman, Santa Maria Valley 

Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 

SWS Website  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 

 

Awards:  

Awards Chairman  Open  

AE Scholarship  Judy Yerian, Phoenix 

Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

 

Pilot Careers:  Kristen Mansel, Bay Cities 

 Liana Hart, Las Vegas Valley 

 

 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique  
history of women in aviation  

History:  

Historian  Verna West, Santa Clara Valley 

 Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 

Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 

 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 

Forest of Friendship  Mari Hurley, Imperial So-Lo 

Scrapbook  Open  

 

Administrative:  

Tax  Alena Herranen, San Diego 

By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

Nominating  Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

Insurance  Open 

 

http://www.sws99s.org  

mailto:southwesterlynews@gmail.com
mailto:tomnlynnfly@hotmail.com
http://www.sws99s.org
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My name is Alena Herranen, and I was born and raised in 
California by parents who immigrated to the United States 
from Finland. Though I was born in Los Angeles, I spent 
most of my ñgrowing upò years in Mammoth Lakes. From 
there, I moved to Davis for college in 1985 and then to 
San Diego for law school in 1989. 

My husband introduced me to flying by arranging for a 
glider ride date in a Schweitzer 2-32 up in Fairfield,  
California. At the time, I had not given much thought to 
flying but was open to having a new experience. The  
glider ride was fun, but I concluded that it wasnôt very 
practical. When we moved to San Diego, my husband 
joined the Torrey Pines Glider Club and I had a couple 
more glider flights. Still, it didnôt seem practical. Years  
later, after we had paid off most of our student loan debt, 

my husband got his private pilotôs license and bought me 
an introductory flight along with a new headset for Christ-
mas. I went up somewhat reluctantly on a Sunday, on 
February 1, 2004 and was amazed to discover that sitting 
in the left seat made a big difference. Being at the  
controls was the key. Flying was grand. I signed up for the 
private pilot course at California Flight Academy right after 
landing, and signed up with the San Diego 99ôs  
immediately after that. I flew solo on Good Friday, April 9, 
2004 and received my private pilotôs license on May 31, 
2004. Almost a year later, flight envy got the best of me. 
In May 2005, I started refreshing my skills and taking  
instrument lessons. I flew only once a week, but I got my 
instrument rating on July 20, 2006. 

Again, life happened, and I experienced another long  
delay before flying again. I drove my kids to ballet, helped 
with sewing costumes, participated in the Nutcracker  
ballet as a parent volunteer, took vacations to Europe and 
Alaska, and worked a lot. Flying continued to nag at me. I 
went up again with the instructor to refresh my skills and 
completed my BFR on August 21, 2009. 

 

Most of my flight time to date consists of training flights in 
a rented Cessna 172 SP. I have 157 hours of total flight 
time and 347 landings. I like take offs and landings a lot, 
but there are so many great experiences Iôve had flying. 
My next goal is to do my IPC and then start multi-engine 
and commercial training  

A little about my career:  Over the last 19 years, I have 
practiced primarily in the field of business transactional 
law. My clients include both for-profit and nonprofit  
business entities, and professional and general corpora-
tions and partnerships. The scope of my practice includes 
business formations, operations and dissolutions, con-
tracts, trademark, copyright, and tax law. I have written a 
number of articles on topics pertaining to my practice area 
which can be viewed at www.jdsupra.com or on my  
website at www.herranenlaw.com. I welcome the SWS 
99s to follow me on LinkedIn, Facebook, or Twitter, as I 
will continue to post articles that I hope will be helpful to 
nonprofit boards of directors. 

My husband, Frederik ter Veer, and I have three daugh-
ters named Sierra, Savannah, and Seleste. They help 
keep us focused on the important things in life and  
continually teach us at least as much as we teach them. 
As a family, we enjoy seeking out new experiences, flying 
with friends, backpacking to new destinations, experi-
menting with challenging new recipes and learning new 
things. 

ñI fly because it puts a smile on my face.ò Thatôs what my 
brother-in-law says, and I have to agree. Flying is simply 
fun. I am excited to share the joy of flying with my daugh-
ters. My oldest daughter, Sierra ter Veer, has taken an 
intro flight and plans to continue with lessons. We are 
nervous about letting her solo, but she still has a lot of 
lessons ahead of her before that time comes. 

Just Who is This Person Who Took Over Sylvia Paoliôs Job? 

Meet Alena Herranen  


