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Penny Nagy  

W hat an honor it was for me to 

represent the Southwest  

Section in Kona at the 2010 Interna-

tional Conference.  A very big 

ñTHANK YOUò to both Martha  

Phillips and Carol Vautin for all their 

hard work the past three years, pull-

ing everything together.  Thanks also 

to everyone else from the Southwest 

Section who helped with this event.  

Everything seemed to come together 

without a ñhitchò.  I was truly very 

proud to say that I was your Gover-

nor.  The hotel and hotel grounds 

were spectacular; Mondayôs luau 

was a real hit, the business meeting 

went well and the A/E Awards  

Banquet was wonderful.  Besides the 

U.S there were representatives from 

Australia, Germany, Canada, the Far 

East, and the New Zealand Sections.  

Our own, Kitty Houghton presented 

an updated DVD on the Nepal Sec-

tion.  As we saw in Concord, those 

women sure can fly!  Congratula-

tions  to the three award winners 

from our Section; Aloha Chapterôs 

Mimi Tompkins, and San Diego 

Chapterôs Fran Bera for the Award of 

Achievement for Contributions to 

Aviation, and Imperial Solo Chapterôs 

Fran Strubeck for the Award of 

Achievement for Contributions to the 

Ninety-Nines.  Great job ladies and 

very well deserved.  Also a big  

congratulations goes to all of the  

A/E Scholarship winners especially 

to the nine winners from our Section.  

If youôre thinking about applying for a 

scholarship, get together with the 

Scholarship Chairman from your 

chapter and apply.  If you donôt  

succeed the first time; keep trying.  I 

really encourage everyone to attend 

either a Section Meeting or an Inter-

national Conference.  Or better yet, 

attend all of them.  Many lasting 

friendships are a result of these 

meetings.  Our Fall Section Meeting 

will be October 8-10 in Irvine at the 

Irvine Marriott.  Orange County has 

been working hard on this meeting 

and they have a lot of fun events and 

tours planned.  Come early on 

Thursday and enjoy a Hornblower 

Sunset Cruise.  Stay over on Sunday 

and enjoy either a day at Disneyland 

or a day on Catalina.  The 49½s get 

to have breakfast and a tour of the 

fire station at John Wayne Airport.  

How fun will that be! 

ñ99s Fly Home 2011ò to Oklahoma 

City July 13-17, 2011 which is the 

site of the first (my first) International 

Conference.  If you attend, youôll be 

able to see first-hand our wonderful 

Museum of Women Pilots.  Youôll 

also be able to see the results of all 

the hard work that went into getting 

Headquarters in shape. 

As you know, we are co-hosting the 

Fall 2011 Section Meeting with the 

South Central Section in Durango, 

CO.  Iôm looking for volunteers who 

want to help with table decorations, 

ideas for speakers and/or entertain-

ment for Friday and Saturday night, 

fly market registrations, etc.  If your 

chapter wants to help please contact 

me.  Weôll talk more about this at the 

Chapter Chairmanôs meeting in  

Orange County. 

Finally, I want to thank everyone who 

has agreed to be Committee  

Chairmen for me.  A special thank 

you goes out to Jeanne Pierce, Reno 

Chapter and Janet Cote, Sacramen-

to Valley Chapter for taking over 

ñThe Southwesterlyò.  A big thank 

you also goes out to Pat Prentiss 

who has agreed to be By-Laws 

Chairman for me and is also finishing 

up the Year as WPOY Chairman.  

Iôm still looking for chairmen for Aero-

space Education, Awards, Flying 

Activities, and Historian.  If youôre 

interested in any of these please let 

me know. 

Finally, let me say that Iôm truly  

honored to serve as your Governor 

for the next two years.  Even though 

it will be a lot of hard work, I know 

that it will be a lot of fun and Iôm  

looking forward to the challenge.  
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The 99s Endowment Fund was set up years ago for the 
perpetuation and advancement of the 99s.  Having a fully 
funded  Endowment fund enables the 99s to grow, and 
allows them to expand their outreach and activities and 
increases the probability that the 99s will be here for  
future generations.  It also helps the 99s to be more  
competitive when applying for grants. 

Why should you help?  Because you are a 99 and the 
organization is important to you and there is not another 
organization like it in the world. 

How can you help?  Any number of ways! 

1. The Credit Card Club  - What you do is fill out a form 
and stipulate a designated amount.  That amount is 
charged to your credit card monthly. 

2. Use Goodshop and Goodsearch  - this is easy and 
doesn't cost you a dime.  Anytime you shop or search 
online you use goodshop or goodsearch and an 
amount is donated to the 99s Endowment Fund.  We 
could make $100,000 a year if all of our members 
used this service. 

3. Have a fun flying activity and donate the proceeds 
to the Endowment Fund  - For a limited time 
(November 1, 2010 is the deadline ) the insurance 
premium will be waived ($125 value) if you donate 
50% or more of the net proceeds to the Endowment 
Fund.  Why not try something new ï a poker run, a 
pilot proficiency course, a pennies a pound? 

4. Dine to Donate  - don't know about your area but in 
my area, California Pizza Kitchen, Applebees  and 
Perkins will donate a percentage of the profits to 
charitable organizations.  The way it works is your 
friends and family eat at that restaurant and you give 
a form to the waitress and at the end of the night they 
tally the money spent and give a percentage back ï 
usually 10-20%. 

5. Got talent?  - Is there an icon in your area that would 
donate their time for our benefit?  How about a wine 
tasting? 

I have been a 99 for 30 years and I know how ingenious 
99s can be at fund raising.  I am sure that you could 
come up with many more ideas and might be willing to 
share them with the rest of us. 

Right now we have a $30,000 matching challenge.   
People have pledged $30,000 of their money, if you 
match it they have to pay it and every dollar will help. 
Won't you help us meet our goal ï I bet you could have a 
lot of fun trying. 

A New Team  

The  April-June 2010 issue of ñThe South-
westerlyò was the last issue for Jaye 
Howes, Julieann Sikora, and I. We have 
enjoyed our term with the newsletter but it 
is time for us to move on. 

Welcome to the new Southwesterly staff:  
Jeanne Pierce (Reno Area Chapter), who is 
now at the helm of ñThe Southwesterlyò and 
Janet Cote' (Sacramento Valley Chapter) 
as Layout Editor.  Jaye and I will miss the 
challenge of each edition, but are sure that 
those who follow will do an outstanding job. 

Please send all Chapter information and 
articles to Jeanne Pierce at: 

southwesterlynews@gmail.com  

 

 

Jeanne Fenimore 
Past Editor of The Southwesterly 

The 99s Endowment Fund  

GA issue at Reno -Tahoe International Airport  
 
There is a menacing issue going on at Reno these days.  
It appears that the Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority is push-
ing out GA under 12,000 lbs. This includes most of us.  

If you are concerned about this and want to get involved in 
supporting GA at Reno there is a new group formed that 
needs your help. The Reno-Tahoe Aviation Association is 
desperately trying to get a strong group together to defend 
our rights at this airport.  If you are interested please  

contact Tom Hegge at:  t_hegge@op -dundas.com  

Website:  Hereôs how to get your section 
 information on your iPhone: 

 http://www.sws99s.org/pdf/SmartPhones.pdf 

See ñSouthwesterlyò on the website. Click the 
ñSouthwesterlyò on the homepage of our website or 
go to:  http://www.sws99s.org/southwesterly.html 
and click the ñdownload the latest edition  

of The Southwesterlyò 

To put your events on the SWS calendar on the  
website.  Contact webmaster Maureen Kenney at:  

mdkenney@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.sws99s.org/pdf/SmartPhones.pdf
http://www.sws99s.org/southwesterly.html
mailto:mdkenney@yahoo.com
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Section Officers  

Governor:  

 Penny Nagy 

Vice-Governor:  

 Dianne Cole  

Secretary:  

 MaryKay Lindstrom 

Treasurer:  

 Sharon Raney 

Immediate Past Governor:  

 Linda Mae Draper  

Directors:  

 Barbara Crooker  

 Karen Kahn 

Nominating Committee:  

 Jeanne Fenimore (Chair) 

 Margaret Brennan 

 Nancy Genesi-Hill 

 Traci Leider  

 Jeanne Pierce 

 

THE SOUTHWESTERLY 
Editor -in Chief  

Jeanne Pierce 

Reno Area Chapter 

Jeanne@sweetproperty.com 

Design & Layout  

Janet Coté 

Circulation Manager  

Lynn Meadows 

Subscription Rates and Circulation  

Individual rates are $7/year (four issues). Group 

subscription rates are $6 for 25 or more subscrip-

tions. A great way to save money for your chapter! 

The issue is mailed at no charge to all SW Section 

elected officers, appointed SW Section committee 

chairmen, elected chapter officers, International 

Board members and Section Governors. 

The subscription expiration date appears just above 

your name on your label. Renew prior to this date to 

prevent any interruption in your newsletters and to 

save the Section postage. 

Make check payable to:   SW Section 99s 

Mail to: 

Lynn Meadows 

P.O. Box 111 

Truckee, CA  96160 

Fax: (530) 587-3103 

Email: tomnlynnfly@hotmail.com 

 

Editorial Policy: The Southwesterly is the official publication of 

the Southwest Section of The Ninety-Nines, Inc., a non-profit 

organization (IRS code 501(c)(3). 

Neither the Editor, the Southwest Section of The Ninety-Nines, 

Inc, nor its Board of Directors is responsible for the accuracy  

or authenticity of any of the content of this publication. The 

opinions expressed in the articles presented in this newsletter 

are those of the authors and shall not be construed to represent 

policies or opinions of The Ninety Nines, Inc. 

Southwest Section Committee Chairmen  

and Board Liaisons 2010 -2012 

 

Mission Statement: to promote world fellowship through flight  

Flying Activities:  

Airmarking  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

NIFA  Virginia Harmer, San Gabriel Valley 

Young Eagles  Pat Forbes, Golden West 

Flying Activities  Open  

 

 

Mission Statement: to provide networking and scholarship opportunities  
for women and aviation education in the community  

 

Education & Chapter Development : 

Aerospace Education  Open  

Fundraising  Susan Liebeler, Ventura County 

Membership  Kim Ernst, Fullerton 

Associate Members Andy McCarthy, San Joaquin Valley 

Sister Sections  Kitty Houghton, Marin County 

 

Communication:  

Southwesterly Editor  Jeanne Pierce, Reno Area 

Southwesterly Layout Janet Coteô, Sacramento Valley 

Southwesterly Circulation  Lynn Meadows, Reno High Sierra 

Chairmanôs Manual  Diane Pirman, Santa Maria Valley 

Public Relations  Connie Charles, San Diego 

SWS Website  Maureen Kenney, San Fernando Valley 

 

Awards:  

Awards Chairman  Open  

AE Scholarship  Judy Yerian, Phoenix 

Other Scholarships  Dorothy Norkus, San Diego 

WPOY  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

 

Pilot Careers:  Kristen Mansel, Bay Cities 

 Liana Hart, Las Vegas Valley 

 

 

Mission Statement: to preserve the unique  
history of women in aviation  

History:  

Historian  Verna West, Santa Clara Valley 

 Marcie Smith, Santa Clara Valley 

Photographer  Lilian Darling Holt, San Fernando Valley 

Oral History  Pat Chan, Bay Cities 

 Dorothy Robinson, Bakersfield 

Forest of Friendship  Mari Hurley, Imperial So-Lo 

Scrapbook  Carrie Dishion, Ventura County 

 

Administrative:  

Tax  Sylvia Paoli, Fullerton 

By-Laws  Pat Prentiss, Orange County 

Nominating  Jeanne Fenimore, San Fernando Valley 

Insurance  Open 

 

http://www.sws99s.org  
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Some 216 Ninety-Nines from around 
the world (but mostly from the U.S.) 
went to the Big Island July 5-9 for this 
yearôs International Conference hosted 
by the Southwest Section. They were 
joined by about 100 of their friends and 
family along for the beautiful ride.  

It was delightful to be in that island  
paradise, and we were touched each 
day by the tastes of aloha that go with 
being in Hawaii. To get the Conference 
off to a great start, a traditional Hawai-
ian blessing and chant was led by Lily 
Dudoit, cultural advisor from our hotel, 
the Sheraton Keauhou Bay Resort & 

Spa. At the registration table, each of us received an  
orchid lei.  The first event was a traditional luau, but with a 
difference: the food was unusually good and the  
performance of the Hawaiian legend, ñFirenesia,ò was 
especially dramatic. 

The hotelôs attractions were many, but unique was the 
appearance in the evenings of the graceful, majestic  
manta rays.  Gliding through the lighted water, they wove 
their magic on those who watched from the lanai. 

That same lanai was the scene of a fresh air buffet  
breakfast on Wednesday morning prior to the Annual 
Business Meeting in the Convention Center.  All business 
was conducted efficiently, and the issue of whether or not 
to eliminate the academic membership category was  
debated and decided in the affirmative. All proposed  
bylaw and standing rules amendments passed. The class 
of membership known as óAcademicô will be phased out 
over the next year and those members converted to the 
óActiveô membership category. The proposal can be 
viewed on our website www.ninety-nines.org in the 
ómembers areaô under the óLibraryô header. The complete-
ly amended Bylaws and Standing Rules will be posted on 
the website by August 31. 

The keynote speaker, Mimi Tompkins, spoke meaningfully 
about ñCritical Incidentsò on Wednesday afternoon,  
helping us come to a new understanding of the term and 
giving us guidelines for handing such events.  Her experi-
ences, including having been at the controls when Aloha  
Airlines flight 243 lost 18 feet of its fuselage in April of 
1988, and her delivery of her message were most impres-
sive. 

The Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Awards  
Banquet on Wednesday evening was celebrated with a 
delicious meal with Hawaiian flavors and a joyous  
celebration of the many accomplishments and goals of 
our diverse membership. 

Some of the special touch-
es of the Conference we 
carried home with us: the 
fabulous contents (some of 
it handmade) of the ñgoodie 
bagò that each of us  
received upon arrival, the 
special Hawaiian flavors of 
the treats in the Hospitality 
Suite, and treasures from 
the Fly Market that came 
from local island traders. 

The tours of every place from Volcanoes National Park to 
the observatories on the top of 14,000-foot Mauna Kea to 
the Atlantis Submarine left us with memories and images 
that are unforgettable.  Pilots in Paradise was a great  
international conference, and many thanks go to the  
committee, especially Martha Phillips and Carol Vautin, 
for their leadership in accomplishing it. 

Written by Connie Charles with Martha Phillips 

Pilots in Paradise:   2010 International Conference �²  Kona, HI  

Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Award winners  
FR:  Katelynn Kearney, Mary Fairbanks.  BR:  Leina'ala Rlela-Enoka, 

Dorothy Norkus, Jennifer Treese, Linda Kelly (special guest),  
Cheryl Benish, Sue Ballew, Marina Saettone 

2010  International Conference Committee members  

http://www.ninety-nines.org/

